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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY

6th June 2012 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Minutes

Present: Cllr C. Beglan, Cllr L. Britt, Cllr N. Dore`, Cllr D. Horwood, Cllr A. Jennings, 
Cllr R. Milner-Gulland, Cllr M. Turley, Cllr T Cooke
In Attendance: Cllr Sanson (HDC)
Members of the public: Three
Clerk: Rebecca Luckin
12.61 Apologies and Declarations of Interest
Apologies were received from Cllr Davies (holiday) and Cllr Heeley (holiday), Cllr Whyberd (illness), and Cllr Wilkinson (WSCC).  Cllr Wilkinson had offered to gather information for the meeting with Adam Bazley on 20th June.
Declarations of Interest were received from Cllr Dore - Village hall, Cllr Turley - Lindats and the Tea Room, and Cllr Cook - WI. 

12.62 Minutes of the last meeting.
The minutes of the meetings held on 14th May 2012 were discussed.  Cllr Milner-Gulland asked for the award received by Cllr Dore to be noted as an MBE equivalent.  The minutes were then agreed as being a correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.
12.63 Matters arising 
Clerk’s Action Lists following meetings of 14th and 21st May 2012.
Edburton’s Car Park resurfacing dates – 7 / 8th June (School half term).  Cllr Turley advised that he had just received notice from Edburton’s that resurfacing would take place on 9th June also due to inclement weather.  Cllr Dore agreed to notify the Dog Training Club.  The Clerk will put an extra note on the noticeboard.  Cllr Turley has discussed the specification with the contractors and will follow up by requesting their delivery tickets to confirm that the materials used were as quoted.  Existing gullies will be replaced.  The Clerk will contact Edburton’s to confirm that Saturday is acceptable and put notices on parked cars.  
12.64 Planning & Transport 

Applications 
	SDNP/12/00496/HOUS Lindats, School Lane, Washington - Second floor roof extension incorporating new bedroom and en suite. Plans were circulated prior to the meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned to allow members of the public to speak.
Neighbours were concerned at the affect that the proposed works would have upon them and noticed that the plans were identical to those previously withdrawn.  The owners of the adjoining property had a Bat Survey that confirmed a maternity roost was present on the party wall.  A proposed window on south elevation would directly overlook the neighbours first floor bedroom and bathroom.  The bulk would be overwhelming and the addition of a new floor would allow a three storey house in a conservation area.  Councillors were concerned at indecisive statements in the bat survey provided by the applicant.    Members  agreed to continue to strongly object to the application.  The Clerk will draft a letter outlining Councillors continuing concerns.  Parish Councillors will make representation to District Councillors.

The meeting was reconvened.

DC/12/0988 – Castle Farm Estate – Re-submission of planning application (Ref. DC/11/2460) following Appeal submitted to the Planning Inspectorate relating to the non-determination of the application.  
The application now rests with the Planning Inspectorate.  Councillors were disappointed that the Agent had not supplied a Traffic Assessment as promised and that traffic numbers could not be estimated, since occupants of the business units had not yet been identified.
Cllr Sanson advised that if the Appeal was decided in favour of the applicant, no conditions could be imposed.  The Chairman asked Cllr Sanson to follow up the Agents offer of a Traffic Assessment.

SDNP/12/00695/HOUS Tilleys House, The Pike – Amendment to existing permission regarding barn style garage.  
Plans had not been received from HDC.  The Clerk will ask for an extension on time to allow discussion at the meeting of 2nd July.
DC/12/0611 High Larches – Cllr Sanson advised that HDC are concerned regarding the bulk of the building and the proposed screening that may not thrive due to poor soil.  Cllr Beglan advised that beech hedges were currently growing and that top soil removed during the build would be replaced.  The application has been referred to committee since it will set a precedent regarding the depth of the building and the number of bathrooms and toilets.  


	Enforcement 
EN/10/0447 - Business (The Yoga Garden) at Lambs Barn, Rock Road, Storrington – HDC advise application has been submitted  (DC/12/0819), Officer - Doug Wright (Ashington Parish).  Following an enforcement enquirey raised by WPC.  The Clerk will track the enforcement, since the advertising boards are placed on Rock Road, within Washington Parish.

	


Decision Notices 
DC/12/0317 Yaffles, Rock Road - REFUSED   
SDNP/12/00541/ADV Work to Oak Tree – Kia Garage - PERMITTED  
DC/12/0201 Southern Gas Works – PERMITTED

DC/12/0532 Entrance to Land off Rock Road – PERMITTED on revised application (not tied to applicant)

DC/12/0894 The Oaks, Hampers Lane, non-material amendments – PERMITTED

Appeals
DC/11/1652 Little Barton, Hampers Lane – appeal in progress

DC/10/2543 The Holt, Merrywood Lane – appeal in progress 
APP/ Z3825/D/12/2173034 – The Maples, Hampers Lane – appeal in progress.
Section 106 Agreements
Cllr Wilkinson and Adam Bazley will meet with Councillors 2.00pm 20th June regarding Section 106 Funds from development at Lamorna, that Councillors would like WSCC to allocate for improvements at the A24/London Road/Rock Road junction.
Transport
An E-mail from Mrs Eddison was circulated 21.05.12 regarding serious concerns when using the A283 crossing.  Cllr Wilkinson had advised that he would support a request for a pedestrian crossing if Councillors  wished.  The Clerk had undertaken a traffic survey – circulated 30.05.12 (cc Cllr Wilkinson).  Cllrs discussed signage around the crossing and improvement options.  Councillors will ask Cllr Wilkinson to support improvements at the crossing point, with Highways to specify the best scheme available.  
A24 Gap - Clerk has written to WSCC to indicate Councillors wish to close the gap, Nick Herbert MP to request support and bus companies to advise.  No responses had been received.
Washington Speed Survey –Principal Highways Officer has confirmed the survey will take place this summer.

Hampers Lane and Bracken Lane –Cllr Beglan was concerned regarding poor visibility for drivers exiting the lanes.  Councillors discussed the issue.  Cllr Beglan and Cllr Cook will visit the area to assess the options available to improve safety at the junctions.  Cllr Horwood was of the opinion that Highways should be asked to complete a Safety Assessment also.  The Clerk will contact Highways.
Cllr Sanson left the meeting.
12.65 Finance
Approval of the Audit Annual Return for 2011 / 2012.  The Clerk circulated copies of Section 1 Accounting Statement for Washington Parish Council 2011 / 2012 and Section 2 Annual Governance Statement for Washington Parish Council 2011 / 2012.   Cllr Turley proposed that they be approved and Cllr Beglan seconded the proposal.  Councillors voted unanimously to approve the documents, which were duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer.
The Audit Commission had confirmed that the External Auditor for the next five years would be Littlejohn LLP and will cost Washington Parish Council £200 per annum.  
Cheques already sent out:

	SCS Phone bill April
	£26.06

	
	

	
	


The following cheques were approved:

	SCS Phone bill (May) 
	Max£50.00

	Public Works Loan
	£1,841.75

	Litter Warden’s salary 
	Max£150.00

	Clerk’s Salary
	£756.76

	Clerk’s expenses
Daniel Muddle £5 p/h maintenance 
	£39.55
Max£60.00

	Phil Williams – Vera’s wall repairs *
	£1662.00

	Councillor  ID Cards HDC
	£10.61

	Andrew Gale – removal of tree limb
	£96.00

	*Cllr Beglan was concerned regarding the pointing on the inside of the wall.  

The clerk will re-check the work before sending the cheque.

	

	
	


12.66 Correspondence 
1. HDC Members E-bulletin – circulated 
2. RSN E-newsletter circulated 21.05.12
3. HDC Members E-bulletin – circulated 22.05.12
4. Strategic Planning Advisory Group notes of meeting – circulated to Planning Committee members 24.05.12
5. RSN E-Newsletter circulated 
6. HDC Members E-bulletin – circulated 29.05.12
7. Claire Ebelwicz HDC, Storrington area Youth Provision e-mail circulated 30.05.12
8. HACVS E-bulletin circulated 30.05.12
12.67  Local Issues including Maintenance  
Graveyard clear up - completed on 21st May.  The Clerk confirmed that there had been a complaint regarding the untidy waste vegetation on the compost heap, which had been dealt with.

Horse Chestnut tree on the Recreation ground.  Following consultation with the HDC Tree Officer Councillor Whyberd agreed that the Horse Chestnut should be felled.  The Clerk has instructed Andrew Gale and will ask him to leave logs when it is cut.
Litter bin in The Pike – HDC has provided.  Cllr Horwood will relocate the bin to make it more accessible.
Fly-tipping – HDC advise that it is costly and difficult to prosecute offenders.  Prefer to collect regularly from fly-tipping hot spots.
Horsham Museum Photos – The Clerk had collected photos and gave them to Cllr Turley.
Lights at East Clayton Farm – e-mail from Mike Britton circulated 23.05.12 confirming that action will take place.  The Clerk will check to ascertain what was promised.
The meeting was adjourned to allow a member of the Cricket Club to speak 
The Cricket Club representative was concerned at the short term storage issue and the possibility of the Small Hall not being available every Sunday.

A neighbour advised that he would store cricket club items and Cllr Britt reminded members that the cricketer’s cupboard at the end of the hall also provided storage space.  Councillors confirmed that the large hall and kitchen would be available on a Sunday, but boots should not be worn inside.     Cllr Dore expressed concern that there may be conflict with party bookings.  Cllr Dore will liaise with the Cricket Club to ensure they are accommodated and teas could be available from the Village Tea Room at cost if the large kitchen was not available. Cllr Begaln reminded Members that the Parish Council should not mediate between user groups.  
The meeting was reconvened
12.68 Reports and recommendations from Committees 
To receive any reports from Committees that met on 21st May 2012
Newsletter will be issued at the end of June, copy date 15th June.  

Footpath and Conservation Committee
No meeting held
Open Spaces
Committee members requested that Full Council consider adding the cost of a tree assessment to the budget for next year – A quote will be requested from Andrew Gale when trees have been identified.  Cllr Jennings advised that problems with trees may have arisen due to mismanagement over the years.  The Clerk and Chair will meet to plot trees on a map.
The Clerk will place a notice to ask users to respect the equipment, inspect the Muga regularly and contact the school to ask staff to advise children not to ride bicycles over nets in the Muga.
Councillors discussed the fly-tipping problem in the Bostal layby and considered asking WSCC Highways to close the lay-by.  Adam Bazley is willing to discuss this option at a meeting in June.  The Clerk will investigate a sign to be provided by HDC.
Planning Committee responses regarding applications:
SDNP/12/00422 - Highden Farm Cottage London Road - Conversion from store to additional classroom facility for existing nursery school involving a complete refurbishment internally and new uPVC. No objection 
DC/12/0894 – The Oaks, Hampers Lane – non-material amendment to DC/11/2633. No objection
DC/12/0201 Pressure Reduction Site – London Road, Washington. No objection
SDNP/12/00541/ADV Kia Garage, Washington – erection of signs. Objection
SDNP/12/00145 – School House, School Lane, Washington – Application to reduce the size of the chimney from the first floor upwards to gain space upstairs.  In principal no objection, but refer to Conservation Officer due to change in style.
RMC Site – Plant Hire Company using the site without planning permission.  The Clerk will check with enforcement since the 6 month period has expired.  
Finance Committee

No meeting held
12.69 Meetings attended 

The Clerk had attended a joint CLC / HDC / PC meeting on 17th May 2012 and reported back to Councillors.  
12.70 Any Other Urgent Business 

Any Other Urgent Business is for the exchange of information only, as it is a non-specific item, members cannot make decisions under this section.  If you have any urgent business that needs a decision to be made at the meeting and you are unable to notify the Clerk in time for it to be included on the Agenda, please speak to the Clerk before the meeting begins.
An upright post in the Children’s play area will need replacing.  Clerk will organise.
The Clerk will ask PC Burt if the travellers will be moving on shortly.
12.71 Clerk
12.72 Date and Time of next meetings: 








Full Council – Monday 2nd July 2012
The meeting closed at 9.11pm

Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . Date. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

Chair
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